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POLITICAL. 


The Sdr Sudhdnidht, of the 29th June, says thatit appears that the 
‘pable results of the coming Conservatives will not continue long in power, 
veperal election. and that their number in Parliament will con- 
siderably diminish after the coming general election. After the election 
‘he number of Radicals will be the largest in Parliament. The House of 
Lords will probably be abolished by the Radicals. A Conservative Govern- 
‘s not suited to the times. 
9 The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 30th June, says that the Ameer 
Abdur Rahman seems to have laid the English 
Government under some spell. Government 
eannot refuse what he wants. His thirst for money is increasing. Recently 
he has asked for ten lakhs of rupees and Government has ordered the money 
to be sent to him. 

9 The Sahachar, of the Ist July, says that the Tories will not be 

The foreign policy of the Conservative able to conduct the administration of affairs 
Ministry. without the support of the Liberals. But the 
Liberals will never support any departure from Mr. Gladstone’s Russian 
pulicy on the part of Lord Salisbury. This makes the writer hope that 
‘he Conservative Ministry will not easily venture to break the settlement 
made with Russia. It is said that Lord Salisbury has expressed an inten- 
tion to form an alliance with Austria, Germany and Italy. But he has 
not spoken of an alliance with France or Russia with both of which powers 
the relations of England have become strained. Without coming to a 
settlement with France and Russia, Lord Salisbury will not be able to obtain 
the friendship of Austria and Germany, between whom and Russia, a secret 
treaty has been made. Germany will never displease Russia for the sake of 
England. ‘The writer apprehends that the Conservatives may cause 
difficulties in connection with Egypt and the Soudan. 

4. The Bhdrat Mihir, of the 2nd July, says that the Ambassador 
sent by France to the Burmese Court, put up 
with the humiliation of appearing there with 
bare feet. He also visited one of the Ministers in the same condition. 
This fact is likely to give rise to suspicions. Who knows that an intrigue 
is not being hatched against the English? France has been always hostile 
to England. The Editor, however, does not believe that it is possible for 
any power to fight successfully with England at the frontiers of India. 

0. The same paper says that the audacity of the Bosphore Hoyptien has 

Ths Besphore Hevetien, increased since its republication. It is now 

: employing indecent and abusive language 
against the English employés of the Egyptian Government. What wonder 
that the Editor’s audacity should have increased at the sight of the humi- 
_ of the British Government! It is, however, desirable to gag such 
ow and contemptible newspapers. What is to be regretted, is that in all 

“Ountries the masses love to read such disgusting publications. 
6, The Bhdrat Bdst, of the 4th July, does not approve of the proposal 


ment 


The Ameer Abdur Rahman. 


A French ambassador in Burmah. 


=the British Government and the of the Proneer newspaper, to’ bestow titles 


“aes liberally on the Native Princes in reward of 
the P oyally offering to place the resources of their states at the disposal of 
me Government. The writer thinks that Government should do 
st Ing to liberate the Native Princes from the thraldom in which they 
pt by the Residents, 

The Bangabast, of the 4th July, in noticing the appointment of 

“tl Randolph Churchill Lord Randolph Churchill as Secretary of 
State for India, says that it has been 


‘ls re . ] 
“ued by his Lordship’s statement made on his return to England from his 
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Indian visit, that the mass of people in this country are doing well, and 1), 
there isnot much distress anywhere. That such an opinion should haye 
formed at a time like this, is indicative of a levity of disposition and mental rg 
sidedness. The writer hopes, however, that his Lordship will make ey uities 
into the true state of this country, and enhance his reputation b 
good to it. 
8. The Sddhdrant, of the 5th July, says that Russia has now obtains 
an opportunity of attaining ber object ¢ 
slowly advancing towards India. Russia vill 
now fortify 10,000 square miles of territory and regularly train the 
Turkomans of Panjdeh in the art of war. The rains will soon set in, [tj 
not convenient to carry on war at this time. Consequently Russia yj] 
make preparations for war during the rains and find some pretext or Other 
for quarrel as soon as winter comes. Consequently the English also yj}) 
have to make preparations, and Indian money will be lavishly spent upo, 
those preparations. 
9, The Navavibhdkar, of the 6th July, apprehends that the Conger. 
The foreign policy of the Conservative tive Ministry will not follow the foreign policy 
Ministry. of the Liberal Ministry. It is said that they 
are trying to carry on again a war in the Soudan. 
10. The Som Prakash, of the 6th July, referring to Lord 
Mr. Gladstone’s policy of settlement Salisbury’s declaration, that he will follow 
of differences by mediation. Mr. Gladstone’s policy about the settlement 
of the Central Asian question, except his plan for the settlement of the 
differences with Russia by arbitration, says that the plan of ending the dis- 
pute by arbitration should be followed. The result of war is very uncertain, 
11. The same paper says that the haughtiness of Lord Randolph 
The Conservative Ministry and the Curchill has alarmed it. The differences 
Central Asian difficulties. with Russia are not yet over. The writer 
fears lest there should be a collision with Russia. If there be a collision 
between England and Russia, India will be ruined. The writer hopes that 
Lord Salisbury and Lord Randolph Churchill will follow the policy of 
the Liberal Ministry. 
12. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 6th July, says that by con- 
si ok ferring a title of distinction upon General 
: ’ Lumsden who was recalled by the Liberal 
Ministry for his conduct in connection with the Panjdeh affair, Lord 
Salisbury has disapproved of Mr. Gladstone’s Russian policy. 
13. The same paper says that if instead of paying a subsidy of ten 
i lakhs of rupees to the Ameer, Government had 
\ spent this sum to secure the attachment of 
the Indians, the British Government would have probably become stronger. 
14, ‘The same paper is glad to notice that Government has conferred 
The Bajah of Nuldanga, the title of Rajah upon Baboo Pramatha 
i Bhusan Deb Ray of Nuldanga. ‘This act has 
exceedingly gratified the people of Jessore. The Editor hopes that Govern: 
ment will show a similar favour to the Chanchra family. | 


y doing 


England and Russia. 


PusLic ADMINISTRATION. . | 
15. The Sansodhint, of the 20th June, thinks that a quarterly list 


}ducationa 
The Subordinate Educational Service. of the officers of the Subordinate pdue e as 

3 Service should be published, to serv 
a check upon the Director of Public Instruction in the distribution ° 

promotions. 

16. Tle same paper is glad to notice that the Lieutenant-Govern” 
Refurmatories takes so much interest in the orphans ! 
u S. " ° pol 

the Reformatories. But the writer does 
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ove of His Honor’s scheme for the education of these orphans. He 
Pr iders Government to be their guardian. It should therefore take 
ee of the orphans when they are yet free from all guilt. The writer 


psiders that a boarding school should be established under the Education 
Department for their benefit. 


17. The Paridarshek, of the 28th June, says that the whimsical a va 
judgments passed by Mr. Pope of Sylhet | 
often prove to be greatly advantageous to 

the accused. He sentenced one who stole opium worth four pice, to 

imprisonment for one year. Even Mr. Kelleher who is so well known 

for his disposition to dismiss appeals, cannot refrain from laughing at 

these judgments. He has released all those who were punished by 

Mr. Pope. 


18. The Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 80th June, says that the Editor Borvwaw savsrvanr, 

| went to see the annachhattras in Mankar °° 
The annacbhattras in Mankar and and Bud-Bud. The Government medical 
— officer has been placed in charge of the 
annachhattra at Mankar. The services of two Brahmin cooks are engaged 
in that chhattra. Many males used to get their food there, but there are 
at present only four males, and they are suffering from disease. Old 
females and little children only get relief at present; they are all 
wretchedly clad and very weak. One hundred and twenty-six men were 
fed on the day the Kditor was at Mankar. Of these 50 were adults, and 
with the exception of five or six, all were low class people. 

In the annachhattra at Bud-Bud there was not asingie man of any 
higher caste. There were 129 men present, of these 94 were children, and 
the rest women. In the seven annachhattras in the vicinity of Bud-Bud 
1,559 men were fed during the week ending the 6th June; 1,466 men 
during the week ending the 13th June, and 1,250 men during that ending 
the 20th June. That is to say, 809 men have been refused relief in two 
weeks, not because the distress has become less severe, but because the 
funds at the disposal of the Magistrate are falling short. No enquiry 
has been held as to how these men are procuring their livelihood, 
and Government has done nothing to relieve their distress. But 
cholera has done a great deal. Many have been carried off by it. 


Had it raged here with virulence up to this time, no relief would have 
been needed. 
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19, The same paper publishes the fifth letter from the representa- BospwasSanstvant 
The fifth letter of the representative ‘ive Of the Burdwan Durbhiksha Nivarini 


Bay Burdwan Durbhiksha Nivarini Sabha. 


Sabha, The writer says that famine is 


raging fearfully. But still he seems to hesi- 
late to use the word famine which jars so greatly in the ears of 


Government. But it can no longer be denied that thousands of men are 
starving with their families, and that the writer is an eye witness to their 
sullerings, People have grown weak and lean with eyes sunk in the 
“ocket_and tears in their eyes. The writer has informed the relief officer 
of the Sahebgunge thanna of the sufferings of the lower classes. The 
evenly of the distress has only commenced. The causes of the 
cage are the following :—The outturn in 1289 ranged from four annas 
ro annas. In 1290 B. 8S. the drought destroyed the crop, and people 
only the hay. Last year people could not till their lands for want 
oe A succession of three bad years has produced the present 
to ee People of the gentleman class were doing something or other 
nhs ain a livelihood up to this time. But the roads have become im- 
~ © bow, and they cannot employ themselves in anything else as 
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the time for cultivation has come. Their prayer now is that the 
sufficient food for the next two months, after which, if there; 
crop, their sufferings will come to an end. Those that h 
implements of husbandry want provisions for two months, Governmen 
has issued a resolution for giving tuccavi advances, but no one knog 
when the operations under that resolution will commence. If no gran . 
sanctioned during the months of Asher and Shravan, the resolution vill 
be useless. 


20. The same papersays that, many apprehend that the accesso, 
of the Conservatives to power will briy 
about the reimposition of the Press Ag 
But the writer is sure that no such thing will happen as long ag Io, 
Dufferin is in India. Huis Lordship’s reply to the Press Association x 
Lucknow, assures the writer that there will be no reimposition of the Pres 
Act. 
21. The same paper hears that three women have died for want of 
Deaths from starvation. food at Jayakrisnapore in Bud-Bud. Eleven 
persons informed the police in writing 
of two deaths by starvation. The Superintendent of Police went t 
hold an enquiry. He has reported that these deaths were not 
caused by starvation. The villagers, one and all, deposed that the two 
women had died for want of food. The writer cannot say on which side the 
truth lies, but he is credibly informed that there is great distress in 
Jayakrisnapore and in the vicinity ; and that the relief officer at Bud-Bud 
recommends opening an annachhattra at that place. ‘Lhe near relatives 
of the two women have no means of earning a livelihood, and it has not been 
proved that they died of any disease, and the villagers have. no motive to 
make a false statement. 

22. The same paper translates a passage from the Proneer newspaper, 
to the effect says that there is no 
apprehension of a famine in Burdwan. The 
writer says that apprehensions are entertained as long as the danger looms 
in the distance, but there is no apprehension at the time of danger. 
Famine has reduced men to skeletons. They have no fear of famine. 
If Death now smiles on them, all their sufferings will come to an end. 

23. In noticing the deterioration of the breed of cattle in Bengal, 

nics ahaa the same paper says that the municipalities 
cattle in Bene"? P*4 f should maintain a few well developed bull 
for the improvement of the breed of cattle. 

24. The same paper is not sorry to hear that Government will not grant 
permission to the natives to enter the 
volunteer corps, for it never believed that 
Government would grant such an important privilege on the receipt of a 
few petitions. The writer doubts whether the natives are really anxious 
to become volunteers. If the whole nation had wanted the privilege 
Government could never have refused the prayer. ; 

25. A correspondent of the same paper says that, the Vice-Chairman 

_ of the Burdwan Municipality went to inspec! 

Bean mt at Goslapara iy the hydrant at Goalapara and ordered that 

it should be removed fifty feet: but the 

writer does not find any good in removing it. He thinks that the pt 

of the Banka should be kept clean by the municipality, for people gener J 
use its water for all purposes. 

26. The Suhachar, of the lst July, says that if Government listens 


to. the advice of Anglo-Indians for * 
| Eng ish 


1] be 


Y May pet 


3 8 good 
AVE their 


Lord Dufferin and the native press. 


The Pioneer on the famine, 


The vo.unteering movement. 


Increase in the number of English of 
er seb increase of the number 


soldiers in India, very bad results W) 
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nduced. The more the number of troops belonging to a foreign conquering 

; ‘on increases 1m a country, the greater becomes the oppression of the 
rt hitants of that subject country. The Anglo-Indians may think at present 
t ‘ an increase in the number of English soldiers in India will make British 
dominion safe. But it is certain that such a course will be attended with 
ery bad results in future. Mr. Bright has said :—‘ A Government with 
: fF army must always be in difficulty. There is a constant strain as 
i how itis to be paid. Moreover, a large army will render it impossible 
for you to hold this country (India); for you will have a constantly 
‘ncreasing debt, and anarchy must inevitably overwhelm you in the end.” 
The above words of Mr. Bright cannot be contradicted. The downfall 
of a country entangled in debts owing to the maintenance of a large army 
‘s certain. The Bourbon dynasty and Napoleon’s dynasty in France fell 
because heavy taxation necessitated by the maintenance of a large army 
filed the people with discontent. Though the fear of a Russian invasion 
of India is now over, Anglo-Jndians are still clamouring for an increase 
‘y the number of English soldiers. If a large army is maintained b 
Government for the satisfaction of Anglo-Indians, poor India will be 
utterly ruined. 


97, The same paper says that it has shown in the preceding article, 


that an increase in the number of English 


soldiers in Indiais by no means advisable. 
It costs one thousand rupees to bring an English soldier from England, 


and the maintenance of an English soldier is four times more costl 
than the maintenance of a native one. But the valour of the English 
and native soldiers is equal, though the latter are armed with inferior 
weapons, do not obtain promotions and are not allowed sufficient salaries. 
When the valour of the native soldiers is so great while labouring under 
such disadvantages, it can be easily conceived what good results will 
be produced if they are in all respects treated like the English soldiers. 
If Government really desires to increase its military strength, it should 
am the native troops with Martini-Henri rifles. An increase of the 
army is not necessary for the defence of India. If the condition of the 


native troops is improved, and if natives are satisfied, India will be easily 
defended. 


28. The same paper says that native Judicial Officers are still very 
= i backward in the matter of examination 
Jdical Son anvers of the Subordinate of witnesses. Rejection of clear evidence 

and decision of cases upon probability, have 
become a disease with native Judicial Officers. Kuropean Judicial Officers 
are far superior in this respect. Better men than those who are now 
appointed to the Subordinate Judicial Service should be appointed. Up 
(0 this time, unsuccessful pleaders only have been appointed to that 
“ervice. Munsiffs and Subordinate Judges are now well paid. Many 
able pleaders will accept Subordinate Judgeships, and even first grade 
wunsiffships, if these posts are at once offered them. 


“J. The same paper says that it is rumoured that Sir Rivers Thompson 

Se Sia will appoint his protegé Mr. Sterndale to the 
are post of the Collector of Calcutta. Thus after 
"4 ‘xpulsion from the Chairmanship of the Suburban Municipality owing 


“eege lective system, Mr. Sterndale has obtained an important post under 
‘ment, With powerful friends every groom may become a rider. 
30. The same paper says that the conferring of the title of Rajah 
bah Pramatha Bhusan of Nel langa, UPON Pramatha Bhusan Deva of Naldanga, has 


eae increased the honour of Government more 
lat of that gentleman. Rajah Pramatha Bhusan comes from an 
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ancient and respectable family. Men so good and so patriotic as Rajat 
Pramatha Bbusan are very scarce in high families. ia 


31. The Hindu Ranjikd, of the 1st July, approves of the Proposal to 


g ‘ , 
The Entrance examination. hold * upplementary examination of the 


candidates who failed in the last Entrance 
examination. The candidates had 18 months to prepare themselve 


ng ; s. 
writer hopes that the University examinations will not hindiied i 
held during the hot season. 

82. The same paper asks the new Ministry not to ruin India wit, 


view to v 
The change of Ministry. Poly Uren bg their owe prestige, The 


Ministry should follow the footsteps ¢ 
Mr. Gladstone and try to re-establish peaceful relations with Russia 


The English are strengthening the hands of the Amir because Russia ha 
come to the frontier of Afghanistan. ‘The writer does not approve of this 
He considers the revolt of Jelalabad to be instigated by Russia, other. 
wise why should there be a sudden revolt? The Amir is doing his best t 
have his effects removed to Bokhara. This shows the Ameer’s strenoth 
of mind. No intelligent man will ever help such a cowardly, selfish and 
untrustworthy friend. The Ministry should trust the natives, remove those 
provisions of the Tenancy Bill which are calculated to increase litigation 
between zemindars and tenants, and also remove the distinctions made between 
natives and Europeans in the distribution of patronage and in other matters, 
They should appoint one or two edacated native gentlemen to the 
India Council. 


83. <A correspondent of the same paper complains that the farmer 
Ths atts peand 0 Cilla. of the cattle pound at Sh&ldanga pays a small 


commission to people for bringing animals to 
the pound, and often exacts a larger fine than is warranted by the rules. 


4. The Ltungpore Dik Prakash, of the 2nd May, says that Lord 


Pi , : Dufferin is a nobleminded man. He has made 
or Dufferin and the native press. : 

: the people of India not to regret too much 
the loss of Lord Ripon. His utterances on the subject of the native press 
have made his name respected among the people. 

35. The same paper says that prostitutes should not be allowed to 
Prostitutes in respectable quarters of live in quarters inhabited by respectable 
cities. 


people. For the proximity of public women 
is often a source of great danger. The fire which consumed the town of 


Mymensingh broke out in the house of a women of bad fame. Only the 
other day a prostitute was killed at Thanthania in Calcutta... 

36. <A correspondent of the same paper complains that the Depuly 

The License-tax at Nelphamari. Collector and the Sub-Deputy Collector 


ere of Nelphamari do not exercise proper discr’ 
tion in the assessment of the license-tax. They often assess people a 
Rs. 10 who have a capital of even less than Rs. 500, though by law those 
only are to pay Rs. 10 who derive an income of Rs. 500 a year. Foot 
peau cannot appeal, for the appeal costs them a good deal of money and 
trouble. 


37. The Bhdrat Mihir, of the 2nd J uly, says that the Secretary o 


a State has directed the transfer of Mr. Beadon 
from the Presidency Jail to Bhagulpore. 
But what will be gained by merely transferring him? ‘The proper cvuf 


would have been to dismiss him from the public service or, at least, from the 
Jail Department. 


punished ? Sut are European offenders ever found to be adequately 
whned ! 


38. The Education Gazct’e, of the 3rd J uly, says that it 1s something 


vag nowledgment of the loyalty of to see the Pioneer newspaper re-cow- 


mending a liberal distribution of titles to the 


=— ee i —— = ——— 
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| of India, in acknowledgment of the expression of their 
“inces lynoest the Government of India. The writer thinks that such 
_ ohare loval feeling should have more a substantial acknowledgment 
ee ten 
than mere _ Prajdbandhu, of the 3rd July, says that Englishmen are 
bu. fond of trampling upon their subject races. 
Anglo-Indian Government. They treat with harshness not only India, 
hat Ireland also. But Ireland gives them a good lesson from time 


‘o time, and so they have assumed a. milder appearance there. The 
() Ubtits 


people of India are extremely loyal, and the English have become very 


1 upon them. Akbar treated the natives with kindness, but 
hart ene distrusted them, and brought about the ruin of the Empire. The 
<i asks Anvlo-Indians to think over the subject. India is the 
brightest diadem ne ei "9 England, and England is likely to be a loser 

P fu ns . 

_* pet sapet draws the attention of the higher authorities to 
the fact, that the Sub-Registrar of Serampore 
The Sub-Registrar of Serampore = GJogeg his office at 12 o’clock to the great 
sadvantave of thé local public. 
— tapos rh says that the Government is indeed responsible 
for the terrible scarcity of water prevailing 
Scarcity of water. in the country. But the writer thinks that 
the zemindar is more responsible than the Government, for one of the 
sonditions of the Decennial Settlement was that he should improve his estate. 
9. The same paper says that the French have in a manner 
asked their colonists to enlist themselves 
as volunteers. The Russians allow their 
subject races to enter the army. But Englishmen, though speaking 
highly of the loyalty of the natives, do not allow them to become 
volunteers in spite of their endeavour to enlist thewnselves as such. 

43. The Pratikdr, of the 3rd July, says that the Lieutenant-Governor 
in his resolution, denies all previous knowledge 
of the famine in Moorshedabad. Such false 
statement would have been dangerous for any one else, but it is not so for the 
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. A succession of bad years reduced the 
people to poverty, and the failure of both the aman and aus crops last year 
brought them to the brink of a famine so early as the months of Fows and 
Najyh. The writer says that, he has cried himself hoarse in proclaiming 
the distress of the people of Jalangi, Barua and Kandi, from that time. The 
writings of the Reverend Mr. Phillips, during last winter about the distress 
In Shaktipore led to some agitation. The Lieutenant-Governor may not 
believe the native, but how can he disbelieve the testimony of a Missionary 
of his own race who was an eye-witness of the sufferings of the people? 
When the Lieutenant-Governor went to these parts on a tour of inspection 
last year, he asked the sanction of the Government of India to the expen- 
citure of a certain sum of money for the construction .of the Ranaghat- 
Bhagowangola Railway, with a view that the railway work would relieve a 
large number of men in the districts of Nuddea and Moorshedabad, through 
Wich the line would pass. Was not the Lieutenant-Governor aware 
of the distress in Moorshedabad when he asked for the sanction ? 

: M hen the Commissioner of the Presidency Division came to Moor- 
“iedabad on a tour of inspection, people flocked to him from all quarters 
“11 told him the stories of their distress. Though he did not believe them, 
‘he did not failto bring these things to the notice of the Lieutenant- 
tor In his report of the 8rd November, Mr. Smith wrote to say 
‘tthe Sub-Divisional Officer of Kandi “ thinks, there may be two months” 
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supply in hand, and it is certain the mahajans have and are holding back 
grains, still the estimate is a little toosanguine.” Mr. Smith, in another vlae 
says, “employment by next March will be wanted in Gokorna, 
and a greater part of the Khargram thanna, and before that tim 
work will be finished.” 
44. The same paper is glad to hear that under orders from 4, 
| Government of India, Sir Rivers Thompsop, 
has been obliged to transfer Mr. Beaden 
whom he wanted to shield, to Bhagulpore. _ 
45. The same paper is glad to notice that the social reformer 
Kumar Pramatha Bhusan Deb, has bee 
granted the title of “ Raja” by Gover. 


Saktipore 
€ the road 


Mr. Beadon. 


Raja Pramutha Bhusan Rai. 


ment. 


46. The same paper says, that at this time when the municipal fund i 
not in a satisfactory condition at Berhampore 
the Commissioners of the municipality hare 
undertaken a work which will for the present cost them Rs. 2,000, Th 
work isthe division of the Bishunpore deed into two halves by an embank. 
ment across it, and the clearing of the way for the flowing of water in and 
out of the Khagra muri. 

47. The Arya Darpan, of the 3rd July, draws the attention of Govern. 

ment to the prevalence of dacoities in the 
coprccities in the vicinity of vicinity of Calcutta. Recently there were tno 
ee cases, one at Belur and another at Natagore, 
The Police have not been able to trace the offenders. 
48. The same paper learns that the new Ministry wants to work 
= in harmony with Germany, [taly, Austria, and 
haters, Aelbesnente Turkey. "But this oom to ‘a impossible, 
Lord Salisbury leaves France out of the account, for Germany knows how to 
keep France silent. The Ministry of Mr. Gladstone was not on good terms 
with Germany. It will be very well if Lord Salisbury can cultivate 
friendly relations with her. Lord Randolph Churchill has become the Secre- 
tary of State for India. His Lordship came to India. But his Indian 
experience is so short and it i3 so greatly coloured by the views of only one 
section of the people of India that no good can be expected from him. but 
there is one redeeming feature. He will not be able to do anything without 
consulting Lord Dufferin, at least so Lord Dufferin hopes, otherwise be 
would not have consented to serve under him, e 

49. The Gramvodrta Prakdshika, of the 4th July, publishes a petition 
made by a Mahomedan female of Kustea 
to the Sub-divisional officer of that place, 
charging the Sub-divisional Head Clerk and the Vice-Chairman of the 
local municipality, with having assaulted her and committed rape upd 
her after she had been taken by force to a prostitute’s house. The Editor 
says that, if the case be a true one, his whole influence will be exerted 10 
have the offenders punished. But he will be glad if the accused are prove 
to be innocent. 

50. ‘The same paper complains that liquor is selling at 8 annas pe! 
bottle, and that drunkenness is increasiD5 at 
a time when famine is raging 10 several pare 
of Bengal. The agitation on this subject made by the Native Press 
led to the appointment of a Commission which submitted an elaborate 
report; but Government sacrificed its duty to its interests, and nothing 
came of the report of the Commission. The writer thinks that the 
cultivators will be ruined, unless either the outstill system is abolished ° 


The Berhampore Municipality. 


A criminal case at Kustea. 


The outstill system. 


the price of the outstill liquor is raised. 


( Sir 3 


r1,-The same paper says that famine has assumed gigantic pro- 
portions in certain parts of Kustea. People 
from Ranakhali and other villages in the 
Naopara thana, have applied for relief, and Tarini Baboo, a zemindar has 
been asked to help them. A villager is said to have committed suicide 
because he could not supply his children with food. The writer will send a 
apecial correspondent to ascertain the real state of things at Naopara. 

59 he Bhardtbdsit of the 4th July, says that the Government is 


primarily responsible for the wretched condi- 
tion in which educated natives are placed, 
for it has kept them away from various occupations. 

53. The same paper hears that though Lord Dufferin and Sir Rivers 
Thompson are favourably disposed towards the 


native volunteering movement, yet there are 
many Englishmen who are not so disposed. The writer wants to know 


from Government what makes it think that the natives are unfit to 
become volunteers. No subjects can be so loyal as the natives of India. 


54. The same paper complains that, gentlemen who go to the Calcutta 


iia il anita collectorate on business, have no place either 
: to sit or to stand, and they are greatly ill- 
treated by the peons of the office. 

Tradesmen in Calcutta are greatly dissatisfied with the way in which 
the license tax is assessed by assessors according to their whims. When 
an appeal is made to the Collector, he generally agrees with the assessors. 
He disposes of fifty cases in the course of aday. How can he examine 
the books of so many tradesmen in so short a time P 

55. The Sanjivant, of the 4th July, hears from the Pioneer news- 


Sis ieicinaiinin paper, that the Tenancy Act has received the 
sanction of the Secretary of State. The 
Tenancy Act is not all that can be desired, but it has at least given some 
additional privileges to the ryots which will protect them from many forms of 
oppression now practised on them by the zemindars. 
06. The same paper is glad’ to hear that Mr. Beadon has been 
cha punished with transfer to the Bhagulpore 
- Jail. The punisoment is not adequate, but 
its better than no punishment. The writer, however, does not approve of 
Mr. Beadon’s transfer to Bhagulpore, where there are many prisoners and 
where severe punishment is inflicted, so much so, that one poor man unable 
'o bear its severity, escaped from the jail. 
07, The same paper does not find that much good will come of 
Ss A RI the proposed system of oral examination for 
ene the appointment of Munsiffs. The Munsifis 
te gpa from among the pleaders of some years standing practising in 
sp ourts and the High Court. They are all graduates. In judicial 
men they are not inferior to District Judges. The writer does not 


understand w | 
ee why the present system should be altered when it has proved 
“MULESSTUI, 


Famine in Kustea. 


The educated natives, 


The volunteering movement. 


%. The same paper complains that Mr. Badsha, the Sub-divisional 

Mr. Badsha of Tangail, Officer of Tangail, on one occassion lost his 

respectable. m temper to such a degree that he pulled a 

ms Gat oney-lender by the ear. He often pulls constables by the ear 
‘axes them do him menial service. 

Le The same paper says that students of different colleges carefully 

hu ag ‘vainst the Caleutta COllect the notes given by professors who have 


_ been appointed examiners. The questions set 
essors to their students at the latter end of the season, are 
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generally found in the question papers set in the University. The wr 

can name a good many professors who are guilty of these things ‘er 
refrains from doing so, for the sake of good taste. The questions : 
Sanskrit this year were known to many students before the examination 
The writer has learnt from a trustworthy source, that one of the examiner 
valued the papers without looking into them, and that these papers have es 
re-examined, The writer suspects that many other examiners have i 
the same thing, otherwise why should such a large number be plucked : 
The writer suggests that to prevent these irregularities, the examiners of i 
University should be selected from the professors of another University, 


60. Mr. Lambert, the Commissioner of the Calcutta Police, is requested 


Prostitutes in respectable quarters. by the same oe) to awe tt all prostitutes 

from quarters of the town inhabited by respec. 

able people. The police can do so under section 43 of the Police jn 

In every street of Calcutta one meets with these unfortunate creatures 

after dusk. Many students have been ruined by prostitutes who resiie 
in the College Street. 


61. The same paper notices a terrible case of oppression and murder 


ras committed at Chaibassa. The Europea 
A murder in Chaibassa, 


Manager of the Ghat Sila Estate, dissatisfied 
with the old officers of the Maharajah, appointed Baboo Mohes Chandra Rai 


as head mohurir, and Baboo Beharilal Mullik as sadar naib. The old officer 
of the estate conspired together to remove the sahib and his men. Once on 
a time when Mohesh Baboo returned from Calcutta, he found his son dead. 
Both Mohesh Baboo and Behari Baboo could not get any money or any- 
thing to eat after their arrival at Ghat Sila. They determined to leave the 
place and were pursued. But they succeeded in eluding the pursuit. The 
Inspector-General of Police and the Commissioner of Ranchi have been 
apprised of the event. 

62. Ramkumar Vidyaratna writing to the the same paper, says that 


eine the area of the Rampurhat thana is 15 
amine in Rampnrhat. , 
square miles, and the area of the afflicted 
places 60 square miles. The number of famine-striken people is 20,000. 
Of these 1,858 obtain relief from Government, 241 from the Sadbhab 
Uddipani Sabha of Rampurhat, 316 from the Indian Association, 373 from 
the Bhikhari Dal of Bagerhat, and 325 from Buddu Sing and Bishen 
Chand Sing. ‘The rest of the men are indeed living, but they are more dead 
than alive. They have sold up everything they had. The quantity o 
rainfall this year is barely sufficient for cultivation. But the cultivator: 
nave nothing with which they can keep their body and soul tegether for tie 
purposes of cultivation. The writer went to see the excavation of two 
tanks. Ile found that the labourers as a rule were owners of 10 to 12 bight 
of land. One of them had 48 bighas, one 32 bighas. These men are 10% 
working for six pice per day. They have heard that Government will gi 
them advances, but they do not know when they are to get the money. The 
time for cultivation is fast passing away. 
63. A correspondent of the same paper says that Baboo Pratab Chandrs 
ait muietiask Bhattacharya was travelling in the interne 
Boy : (liate class with family from Howrah. But 2 
surdwan the intermediate class carriages were cut off from the train, and the 
poor man had to travel in the third class, though he had paid a higher fare 
for avoiding certain inconveniences attendant op travelling in a third clas 
carnage. Ile complained to the authorities, but his complaints were unheedet. 
hanasbant Ot The Aanyabdst, of the 4th J uly, in a long article on the vee 
The famine at Kharzram. at Khargram, Says that it 1s nes ns f the 
so much should be made of the affair 0 ™ 
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ing in acl 
soak scarcity of food, water, . 
did not during that period venture to publish any resolution, proving that what 
‘twas saying, was false, Why then this indignant display by the Government, 
and this loud yell by the demons of the country over Baboo Shyamlal’s tele- 
gram? The Lieutenant-Governor has said in his resolution, that a house to 
house enquiry has shown that Shyamlal’s information was untrue. But it asks, 
has the Government made a house to house enquiry concerning what it has 
been saying for six months, and if so, with what result? But if no such 
enquiry has been made, how can the Government explain its conduct? It 
has, however, no intention of quarrelling with the Government or of obtain- 
ing victory in a controversy. But it would ask, why is the Government so 
exultant? Not because none have died in Khargram, but because it 
thinks that the statement of the correspondent of this paper is untrue. But 
are they men who can behave thus on such an occasion ? 
The writer then gives the substance of the Lieutenant-Governor’s resolu- 
tion, and points out in it a contradiction. In one place it is stated that His 
Honor never heard any one saying that there was any probability of death 
from g:arvation in the district of Moorshedabad. In another place it is 
stated that it is exceedingly improbable that there could be death from 
starvation in and about Khargram, inasmuch as in accordance with His 
Honor’s resolution of 18th November, the local officers were strictly on the 
alert and ready at every moment to render help where help might be 
required. A report by the Commissioner of the Presidency Division on the 
state of the Sub-division of Kandi, is next extracted from the Supplement to 
the Calcutta Gazette of the 19th November, and the writer says 
that it will appear thereform that grounds of apprehension had risen in 
Khargram so far back as the month of Kartic, that the authorities had perceived 
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ow that Government has been guilty of inattention and negligence. 
reg is also drawn to the fact that the Supplement has been nowhere 
Published, and that although the Bangabdst is so much concerned in the 
natter, the Licutenant-Governor has not still thought it his duty to send to it 


‘ither the Resolu 


of t tion or the Supplement. It has, however, secured a copy 


© Supplement which in spite of much vanity and bragging contained 
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in it, has condemnatory matter enough to prove that the Lieutenan 
is guilty. A Bengali version is next given of the Magistrate’s ex 
the Supplement concerning some of the reported deaths in Kha 
the following evidence collected by its special correspondent, with rem 
re , ais arks 
interspersed in it, is then given to disprove the Magistrate’s statements ._ 
(1). Nafar Sheikh, a labourer, got fever in Bhadra and Aswin last Th 
fever lasted for some time and was gradually cured. But he got no work 
even if he had got work he was then too weak to do full work. Conseouen! 
when he was cured, he could not gather sufficient strength for want of food 
He began to become thinner and thinner for want of food. In his last da shis 
distress was extreme ; lying within his room he used to cry out “cive me 
some boiled rice,” “give me some fried rice ;” whoever passed along the 
road near his house would hear these words. A neighbour named Golan 
Abbas, said that Nafar one day went to his house and said,—Give me 
some rice to fill my stomach, I cannot suffer the pain of starvation ar 
longer. Even when very much pulled down, he could: not remain in his 
house on account of the pain of hunger. Many people of his neighbour. 
hood saw him drop down on the road when he went out to beg alms in bis 
weak state of health. His neighbour Baboo Sheik says he got no rice ty 
eat during his last ten days. He could neither rise nor beg during thos 
days. The Magistrate has stated in his explanation, tliat Nafar bad no 
family. Nafar had his wife Panchi Bibi who got fever when he was 
attacked with fever. Panchi too got neither food nor medicine, she too 
died of starvation like Nafar. The Magistrate speaks of the death of 
Panchi Bibi, but he does not say who Pahchi Bibi was. Why? Isit 
because that is not stated in the thana book or is it the result of the house 
tohouse enquiry? The Magistrate says that the news of Nafar’s death 
was not given at the thana, because the chowkidar was ill at that time, 
But the news of the death of Nafar’s wife Panchi which occured four or 
five days after Nafar’s death is recorded in the thana. Is there any neces- 
sity of explaining in plain terms why the cause of Nafar’s death has not 
been recorded, and why even the very fact of Nafar’s death has not been 
recorded in the thana books? The fact is whether the Magistrate admits tt 
or not, he has had to indirectly admit that Nafar died of starvation, The 
Magistrate says that Nafar’s brother’s house is close to Nafar’s house, that 
that brother is in good condition, that he statedto the Magistrate that I 
brother first got malarious fever, that work as aday labourer was his scurce 0 
livelihood, that his work ceased when he got fever, that he therefore got n0 
food and died, and that consequently starvation was the cause of his creat. 
The Magistrate says that it is impossible that the elder brother should «te 
so long as the younger is living, and that if Nafar had felt pressed for foot 
his younger brother would certainly have fed him. Nafar’s brother was not 1 


planation in 
gram, and 


jointness with Nafar, he was separate, besides that they had disputes between 


them and they would not even meet each other. From the time wh: 
Nafar was attacked with fever up to his death, his brother Bhadu did nt 
enquire about him even one day, did not even see him with his eyes. D 
the Magistrate learn this fact or try to learn it? We too were enquiritt 
of Bhadu how Nafar died when Baboo Sheikh, Abdu Sheikh and others dl 
that quarter came and said “Sir! though he was his brother he was not 0" 
good terms with him and he keeps no information regarding him. Heat 
what we say!” After that they also said that Nafar and his wife first gut 
fever, that when they were cured they got no food ; at first they would get 
alms in the forenoon or in the afternoon, gradually they lost strength 10 
rise, got nothing to eat and died * having nothing to eat.” In endeavour 
ing to prove that Nafar’s death was not due to starvation, the Magistralt 


has said that in February last he was in Khargram together with bee 
Deputy Magistrate for one week, but no one informed him at that 0” 
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of such death from starvation or of scarcity of food at the place. He has 
Iso said that taking the villagers with him he went about the village 
“akitg enquiries. This must have been, else the Magistrate of the 
istrict would not have said so, But we could learn nothing from the 
cijlagers about this enquiry of the Magistrate. It is true, in course of 
hunting, he one day went to a mans house, but is this what is meant 
by the enquiry into the condition of the villagers or is there anythin 

else? Moreover, did the four or five hundred people who used to collect 
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sound him every day come to him to tell him that they were all very 
well off or to bless him ? Did the kind Magistrate who is so fond of his 
cubject people, ask them even one single day why they collected around him ? 
Did he question them one single day as to what their sufferings were, and 
rhy were a few pice given to them on the last day ? Does the saheb know 
that nearly two hundred people waited at the entrance of his tent with 
otitions in their hands representing how they were faring ? Suppressing 
all these facts, the saheb 1s now saying that it must be some intriguing 
person who without giving him the slightest information at that time, is now 
proclaiming that there has been death from starvation. Does the Magis- 
trate really believe that the inhabitants of a village like Khargram can be 
ready to conspire against the Magistrate of their district ? The Magistrate 
may believe this, finding no other way out of this difficulty. But we do not 
believe it ; the Magistrate’s last statement in support of his view is exceedingly 
amusing. He has said in effect that the chowkidar even now looks like 
one that has malaria. It is therefore only likely that he forgot to give infor- 
mation of Nafar’s death. It is only six months time! What the Magis- 
trate savs with reference to Nafar’s death amounts to in Bengali parlance— 
who is there in the God’s temple, the man in the temple answering O! 
I have eaten no a Nafar died in his house, and no one even so much 
as knew of it that night. 

(2). Bhuban’s death. Bhuban’s wife says:—‘ We have long since 
been pressed for food. Under that pressure our son went away toa distant 
place deserting us. My husband got fever. He suffered from fever for 
four or five months. Hewas weak, could not work, and could not feed 
the family. We could not get food to eat every day. Sometimes we had 
one meal a day, and on some days very scanty food. None of us could get 
full meals. My husband became extremely weak from not having food to 
eat, On those days when we got no rice we ate vegetable leaves, lotus 
roots. We now eat feora leaves, molan, aquatic flowers, &c., on some days. 
My husband died in Chaitra.”” The Magistrate says that he has seen in 
their house two brass cups, two goats, and one fine new chik screen at the door. 
Can one die of starvation in whose house there is so much property ? Did the 
saheb ask Bnuban’s wife to whom the two goats belonged? or did he fear 
toask this lest he might lose his plea? Whether the saheb enquired or 
not, we say that the two goats are Shaju Mia’s given to Bhuban’s wife for 
tending, and that they are not Bhuban’s property. One of the two cups is 
Bhuban’s wife’a brother’s. It came into Bhuban’s house on the day the 
saheb went to make the enquiry, and as it were for the purpose of support- 
ing his case. One cup was indeed Bhuban’s. But it was a grave offence on 
lis part that he died without having first parted with it. That a man should 
die for want of food in British territory with so large property, such as a brass 
Cup Worth four annas remaining in the house—is thisto be believed? The 
saheb accordingly did not believe it. And the price of that new fine screen 
hes three pice or four pice, and even it Bhuban wove with reeds 
} ought from the fields, and did not buy. And must there be Palu 
en there is a screen in ahouse? The fact is, there were no wooden 


: ote and hence the screen ; and did the Magistrate ask Bhuban’s son why 
* Was not working in the fields ?: - we 
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- (8) and (4). Amina Bibi and Keram Sheikh. There ig 
Amina Bibi’s death in the Magistrate’s letter. Probably Amina 
Sheikh’s wife. The Magistrate says that both Keram and Amina haye dj 
of fever. Inquiry shows tbat this statement cannot stand. Both indeed 7 
fever, but the chief cause of their death was want of suflicient food A 
their recovery. Look how skilfully the Magistrate conducted his ep : 
at the house of this Amina Bibi. The Magistrate, the Deputy Baboo mY 
Engineer Baboo, &c., had in a body come there. A woman taking fr ' 
was going from that house to another when the Magistrate stopping bp 
asked :—Of what illness did Keram and Amina die? She said of fever 
When Ablu Mia, the chief man of the village took it upon him to explain t 
the woman what the Magistrate's meaning was, the Magistrate administers 
- a rebuke to him and refused to hear other villagers when they offered 
state to him the real cause of their death. As the Magistrate did not hep 
them, we are bound to state what Alla Bux and Iswar Mandal, the Mandy 
of that quarter ot the village, close neighbours of Keram and his wife mid 
about their death. Ala Bux says :—‘t Keram was my neighbour, Keran’ 
wife died first and Keram ten or twelve days after him. Keram’s wife fir 
got fever. After the cure of the fever, Keram got no work to do. They began 
to starve. They had to starve every now and then. They gradually became 
weak and died. When she died, Keram’s working power was gone, she 
would sometimes beg. When Keram’s wife died, I told the chowkidar of 
the quarter to inform the thana that she had died of starvation. I can not 
say what he has done.” 

The same man says of Keram :—“ Keram got fever in Faloun, Ht 
was cured of it, but nut getting work to do, he got nothing to eat. He next 
became weak from continued starvation and died. Just before his death 
his body had become so attenuated that every bone could be counted.” 

Iswar Mandal says :—First Keram got fever; when he was cured of 
fever he did not get sufficient food to eat, and becoming gradually debilitated 
he died. On some days he used to come crawling to me with great diff- 
culty for alms. I used to give him what I could. 

5 and 6. Bhola Sheikh and his daughter.—Bhola Sheikh. Jam 
Sheikh the brother of this man says regarding his death :—‘ Bhola Sheikh 
and his daughter died of starvation. My brother died 15 or 16 days after his 
daughter. He lived by begging. He got fever before his death. Before 
he got fever he had been greatly reduced by not having food to eat. He 
had nothing to eat during his fever. When he died there was not even an 
earthen utensil in his house. I myself do not get food to eat, how could! 
have given him? I told precisely this to the Magistrate. There were then 
present there Bisvanath Mozumdar, Abul Mia, Ala Bux, Tarini Mozumdar, 
Nader Mia and many other persons. Sri Madhub Banerji, the panchaye 
of the village says:—‘ The Magistrate asked Bhola’s brother, “of wha 
illness did your brother die?” THe said he died of fever, He ued 
asked, ‘* Did he die of starvation?” He said, “Yes he got no alms and 
having nothing to eat he simply withered away and died.” 

Ala Bux Sheikh says:—Bhola Sheikh and his daughter could gel 
nothing and so they gradually became weak. The man having nothing 
toeat greatly withered away. I was going along this road to fetd 
oil on the day of Bhola’s death, I entered into his house to enyull 

He was then 
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| Mey used to come to our house and shop to beg. I did not see Bho 
re or four day, after which I heard that Bhola was dead. He so ys 
come to me very often, and laying his hand on his stomach would cry cries 
of distress. ‘The Magistrate did not ask any person of the neighbourhood 
of Bhola Sheikh s death. 

7, Tasu Mirza. (called Jasu Mirza in the Magistrate’s letter). This 
man’s house 1s deserted. There is no one in the house. Nostraw on the 
oof. His eldest son Bhuban is now a servant in the Sajan Sheikh’s house 

npon rice allowance. Bhuban is sixteen years of age. HEntaz Mia says, 
when Bhuban was in my house he was very weak. When his father died 
he was suffering from fever. The Magistrate asked Bhuban— You are 
very fat, why did you not feed your father? He answered—I and my 
father fared nearly equally, both of us were at one time exceedingly weak, 
when my father died I had no strength to work, and I was nearly dying. 
How coula I feed him? The saheb put the same question to the nephew 
who replied —“* we ourselves do not get food to eat, how should we feed ?” Tasu 
got fever in Bhadra. He was cured of it. Weak as he was he could not get 
such work to do as he could perform. He began to beg. When he could not do 
thateven, he would eat arum, vegetable leaves, anything in fact that he could 
get, At last he became dropsical in his hands and feet, but he had no fever 
at that time. He would every now and then starve for three or four days. 
Abed Mia, Intu Mirza, Magbul Sheikh, Golap Abbas and others near 
neighbours all said ‘we all know that he would not get food for three or 
four days at a time.” The Magistrate has talked a great deal of nonsense 
‘ prove that Tusu did not die of starvation. We do not notice all that 
a 7 pear ov m a se if do so. 

. Behari Bagdi. Behari’s mother said:—My son got fever 3 
_— ~ — _— - a labourer, and when ova debilitated ‘ 
owed Tt ge todo. At that time we used to feed him with 
extn i = or Sometimes we got only one meal, 

Se ete > ’ y weak, he became still weaker by not 
oop I ae pc hon and thus he died in Chaitra. Now we get a meal 
a ned Sse : ay - . without a meal and do what we can with 
“= . - — _ ein ec. In Chaitra and Baisakh we ate pakur seeds. 
ells s amarind seeds from the houses of Mahendra Pal, Lal Pal, 
sileoggac le ns seen ee tg them boiled. We are still living 
“Ma i me ot are s ae had got fever, we too would have died. 
rsa bi . ~, the view of showing that Behari was not in 
sie _ 5 said that one year before his death he married a 
ae 7% 1e igi ye should have ascertained what he spent in that 
ed 0 aie eee . of oa quarter said, in that marriage Behari had to 
Is very wonderful that 9 cor een ee : han A 7 a 
one iy —— — a vi starvation !! ee 

+ Gagan Bagdi. — agan’s wife Ramesvari said:—He got fev 
“phe H eras ~ expiry of the month of Chaitra. He died a. the ate 
Dorlas tua m ever a for the first few days and then went off. But 
Sa patted on Yon O e water and rice. When he recovered from 
Ml veh s eee es i. , leaves, &c., by begging at other people’s houses, 
Wimuckot of i , used to feed him and my five children. Two of 
pPbabak hs e ry oyed as cowherds. But they who would employ them 
usband die} Aer or food, who shall therefore employ them? When my 
hush dene Ca a a" fever, I could not perceive that he had fever for 
lesieagi ta ore r death. I often used to bring something to eat by 
on Rea ames 9 Lal Pal and others. Lal Pal, Nakur Pramanik, 
ale conditire pectable gentlemen of our quarter all know the miser- 
to which my husband was reduced by starvation. He ceased 
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working from the very commencement of his fever. He gotno work t ‘ 

when he was cured. If he had got, why should he die? The Mavist 
asked me: You arein such a condition, why did your husband ins 3 
replied, 1am a weman,I used to feed him and my four childre;, 
begging, as hard as I could ; what else lies in my power? He was y 
and having only a little food to eat, he did not get his fill and so he gradual 

weakened and died. Sometime since he got diarrhoea from want of tig, 

He could not rise for fifteen davs before his death. He used to lie on his bed 
and call repeatedly for rice. We eat leaves, shells. The children under the 
pangs of hunger eat pakur seeds. I have on several days brougi 
tamarind seeds to eat from the house of Kheter Mandal, from the house of 
the Mandals of Gopinathpore, and from the house of Lal Pal. 

The question next discussed is, what is death from starvation, ther 
being according to this paper a difference of opinion between it and the 
Government on this point. Government attributes most of the 33 
deaths in Khargram to fever, dysentery, and other diseases. It thinks 
however, that that is a wrong opinion. Extracts are then made in support 
of its own views from the report of the Famine Commission. 

In conclusion the writer considers it substantially proved that there 
were apprehensions of distress in Knargram and the adjacent places from 
October last, and that inasmuch as the crops in those places were no more 
than four annas, he cannot understand why the existence of scarcity should 
nuw be disputed. Government has opened no relief works since Pous last 
within a radius of eight miles from Khargram, and some trifling earth 
works were commenced in Khargram after the receipt of Shyamlal’s tele. 
gram but stopped after five or six days. The Magistrate, Mr. Anderson, 
has also admitied in his report of the 22nd May, that some Khurgram 
people stated to him that certain persons of that village had died of starva- 
tion. But that he does not believe them is a different matter altogether. 
The Magistrate has referred to the thanna books to show that the deaths 
did not occur on account of starvation, But the police is always reluctant 
to report deaths from starvation, and neither thanna people nor those who 
give information of death at a. thanna have the ability to ascertain from 
what causes deathsoccur under such circumstances. The question of tle 
number of deatns, however, 18 not of much importance. It may have 
been only three or four as the Magistrate has stated, and not 31 as Shyan- 
lal reported. But the responsibility of Government is all the same, whether 
the number of deaths from starvation is one or one hundred. The fact 3s 
that the Government officers having with full knowledge of facts neglected 
to take adequate relief mea:ures, have not now the face to admit that there 
has been great distress, and the Famine Insurance Fund having been wasted 
by Government, it has not now the heart to admit that there have been 
deaths from starvation. Lastly, the writer says that instead of giving 1s 
explanation for the period commencing in November last, the Magistralé 
would have done well if he had made his explanation run back (0 
Bhadra \ast, since it is from Shravan and Bhadra that the labourers 
rae low caste people of those places began to suffer from scarcity ° 
ood. 

SaMvaD PRapmagan, 65. The Samvdd Prabhékar, of the 4th July, says that it is the 
van 2. The amalgamation of the Suburbs opinion of Sir Rivers Thompson that the 
ire tee money paid by the rate-payers of the Calcutta 

Municipality should be spent for making arrangements (to promore 

the health of the Europeans living in the Suburbs. The writer has vt 

yet been able to understand the character of Sir Rivers Thompson. Sit 

Rivers who proclaimed before the world, that the Commissioners of the 

Calcutta Municipality were worthless and who has repeatedly said that they 

neglect to make proper arrangements for improving the health of Calcutta © 
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to entrust those negligent Commissioners with the task of 
he health of an additional large area, and instead of paying 

ion to the improvement of the health of Calcutta, has amalgamated a 
atten nhealthy area with it. What can be more strange than this? The 
ah aie :-Governor is going to improve the health of the Suburbs with the 
st of the rate-payers of the Calcutta Municipality, The rate-payers of 
Ros should protest against the amalgamation of the Suburbs with the 
If the amalgamation takes place, the expenditure of the Calcutta 
‘Municipality will increase, and consequently the rate-payers will be 
burdened with heavy municipal taxation. 


66. The Sddhdrani, of the Sth July, says that while the z-mindars 
carried on an ayzitation against the Rent 

The Rent Act. Bill, the representatives of the ryots sat 
silent. Upon seeing the silence of the representatives of the ryots, a class 
of pretended friends of the ryots has appeared upon the scene. These men 
are really the supporters of the zemindars. It is their object to have the 
Rent Act repealed by constant attacks. They are sometimes having an 
avitation carried on by the ryots of the khas mehals, are sometimes making 
middlemen submit petitions against the Bill, and are at other times 
electing ryots and telling them that the Rent Bill will ruin them. These 
pretended friends are the real enemies of the ryots and of the country. 
The present Rent Act will not benefit the ryots, but if it does not receive 
the assentof the Secretary of State, the ryots will have to suffer very 


now going 
improving ¢ 


S much. Under these circumstances, the real friends of the ryots should not 


sit silent. 


67. The same paper says that if the Tenancy Act does not receive the 
assent of the Secretary of State, no ruler will 
venture to introduce any Bill for the benefit of 
the ryots for twenty yearsto come. The Tenancy Act has a thousand faults, 
but the writer does not hope that Government which has not yet under- 
stood the condition of the people, which is indifferent in the matter of relief 
of distress, and which is eager to put down famine correspondents will be 
easily able to prepare a satisfactory Rent Bull. Though the Tenancy 
Act is not satisfactory, the main principle underlying it is favourable to 
the ryots, and will thus serve as a foundation for future agitation for new 
nghts On the part of the ryots. But if this foundation is destroyed in 
England, the ryots will become helpless. Jt may be urged that there is no 
necessity for the new Act, inasmuch as the Rent Acis of 1859 and 1869 
nay serve as foundations for agitation on the part of the ryots. But this 
argument has no force. The new Act is the fruitof ten year’s agitation. 
If it comes to nothing, the friends of the ryots will be disheartened, and 
Government will become indifferent to the sufferings of the ryots. 

ov Many reasons the qriter recommends that the new Actshould 
be brought into force, and that it should be gradually amended after a 


unesetion of the complaints of the zemindars, the middlemen and the 
yots, 


The Rent Act. 


68, The same paper says, that writings in native newspapers and 
The tone of native papers, native politics are mere statements of native 
oe ue grievances. Native papers never lose their 
i ae len pointing out trifling shortcomings of Government. But it 
iat P'y cruel to tell native papers to be moderate when salt is sprinkled 
Pon the permanent wounds in their hearts caused by the thousand radical 


Sg : tlgg- administration in the shape of fresh development of any of 
dey he s. The partiality of Government towards Englishmen, has inflicted 
a rounds in the hearts of natives, and those wounds are always green. 
"“*00 as Lord Ripon tried to apply an ointment to those wounds 
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in th: shape of the Ibert Bill, those wounds began to be opened g fresh 
by a thousand hands, That made natives cry with a quivering and broken 
voice. This was regarded as a great sin on the part of Natives 
Justice is not soon to be expected if the offender is also the judge, No, 
is there any hope that natives will be able to cry in such @ manner as not 
to give offence to the offender. But Indian Hditors are mostly Hindus 
and Hindus are patience personified. The writer prays to God tha 
no harsh words may escape the lips of native Editors while yelling with 
pain. 


69. The same paper says, that under Sir George Campbell, Editors of 
Bengali newspapers were allowed to see the 
translations of their articles by the Governmen 
Translating Department, and had thus an opportunity of pointing out the 
mistakes committed in translating. But such pointing out of mistakes 
being unpleasant to Sir Richard Temple, he ceased to supply the Editors 
with the translations of their articles. This step has been mischievous jp 
many ways. The translation is not perhaps now as worthless, as it was at 
the time of Mr. Robinson. Probably the portions now translated are rightly 
translated. But the writer does not believe that all reportable matter 
in all newspapers is translated. The Government Translator is not to 
blame for this. It is impossible for one or two persons to translate so 
many papers as he has to translate every week. But Native Editors can 
help the translators if they are furnished with the translations of their 
articles. If this is done Native Kditors can point out their mistakes in 
translating and bring to their notice, important matter passed over by 
them. But the Editors have not the opportunity of doing so. It is 
said that under Sir Rivers Thompson the papers are more fully 
translated than under Sir Ashley Eden. But the writer does not believe 
that the translation is made in such a way as to bring all the grievances 
of the country to the notice of Government. But as native papers cannot 
see the translations, they cannot express any definite opinion about their 
nature. Because the native editors and their correspondeats cannot know | 
whether their writings are communicated to Government, their eagerness 
to write about politics is damped. Articles in native papers are mistran% 
lated in the Znglishman and other Anglo-Indian papers. It 1s upon 
reading those translations that Sir Rivers Thompson is becoming more 
and more dissatisfied with native papers. It is necessary for Native Editors 
to know, whether those articles are translated in the Report on Native 
Papers. For if they are not translated, the Native Editors may bring the 
mistakes in the translations published in the Anglo-Indian papers to the 
notice of Government. The writer requests Lord Dufferin to furnish 
Native Editors with the weekly Report on Native Papers. 


Translations of Bengali papers. 


70. The same paper /says, that last year the number of newspapers 
sent by post increased by 20,00,000. There 


Reduction of postage on native wil] be an increase to that extent this year 


papers. : 
also. Under these circumstances Government 


should fix the postage of newspapers weighing three tollahs or under at half a 
pice. 


71. The same paper says, that at the Jhinkargacha meeting, the 
The Jhinkargacha meeting. speakers told the people, that the Tenancy | 


_ _ Act would ruin the ryots. The writer i3 Dot 
aware whether the zemindars are at the bottom of it. If the Tenancy 


Act does not receive the assent of the Secretary of State, the Rent law W" J 
not be soon amended. If it is the friends of the ryots who called that ; 
mecting, they have committed a great blunder. 
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r9, A correspondent of the same paper says, that people are 


oe ae ae suffering great inconvenience owing to 
stepaee the want of a separate boat for ferrying over 
dead bodies at the sudder ferry of Nuddea. 

rhe correspondent entreats the Magistrate of Nuddea to supply this want. 
73. Another correspondent of the same paper complains, that the 
Deputy Magistrate of Culna has given no heed to 
—_—_ in Cues the complaints of the people regarding the ferry- 
ing arrangements at the Culna ferry. The cor- 
ondent also says that the people of Madafur, Kalahari, Bagpore, Bhatu- 
nt Sonarudra, Dogechi and other villages, are suffering great inconvenience 
ie the want of a post office near those villages. Letters are delivered in 
these villages from the Chak Bamungaria post office, from which letters 
are delivered 10 altogether 47 villages. Consequently people do not receive 
letters in proper time. This inconvenience may be removed if another 
rst office is established near the villages, or another post-peon is appointed 

9 the Chack Bamungaria post office. 

74, Referring to the kind and encouraging expressions used by Lord 


Dufferin towards the native press, the Dacca 
Prakash, of the 4th July, says that, Lord 
Dufferin is a strong-minded man. He accompanied Lord Ripon to the 
Howrah station without paying any regard to the feelings of the powerful 
Anglo-Indian community and promised to further the liberal measures of 
that statesman. 


75. The same paper does not approve of the transfer of Mr. Beadon to 


or the Bhagulpore Jail. He should have been 


removed from the Department. The writer 
does not understand how the man who practised so much cruelty before 
the eyes of the Viceroy and the Lieutenant-Governor, can with propriety be 
placed in charge of a mofussil jail. 


76. A correspondent of the same paper says that proper men have 
ne ares not heen selected as Commissioners of Narain- 
omplaints of Naraingunge. 


gunge at the last elections. They have accepted 
the heavy assessment of their predecessors. 


tof a bo 
uae Nuddea. 


Ferrying arrang 
gud want uf a post o 


Lord Dufferin. 


During the last bathing ceremony at Brakmaputra, the writer saw the 


flamer of Hazigunge ferry exacting one pice more than the usual rate 
rom every passenger in spite of the supplications of the poor. The con- 


stable stood by, but did not take any notice of the exaction. He went away 
when hard pressed by the passengers. 


(7, The Charu Vdrtd, of the 6th July says, that the Conservatives are 


The change of Ministry. extremely selfish and opposed to all pro- 


gress. In India they imposed the vernacular 


Press Act and Arms Act. They are fond of government by brute force. 
le Writer has no confidence in them. 


(8. The same paper is glad to notice the encouraging reply given by 


Lord Dufferin to the letter of the Press Asso- 

ciation of Lucknow. Every one will be glad 

The V at the large-heartedness of Lord Dufferin. 
* Yernacular press will get new strength by this reply. 


12 A correspondent of the Som Prakdsh, of the 6th July, com- 


ee | plains that the Commissioners of the Rajpore 
sicipalty, the Rejpore Municipality did not consult the rate-payers 
ould hae at the time of assessment of rates. They 
Stetalbts remembered, that every man is fallible. It is said that the 
cern rs ‘$80 good and simple-hearted, that he has won the reverence of 

Mocy. ‘The Vice-Chairman should be a little more just and simple- 


“hee Dufferio and the Vernacular 
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hearted. Party feeling among the Commissioners and the undue selfishn 
and determination to gain their point on the part of some of them, are mt 
root of all mischief. It issaid that a Commissioner immediately after}. 
election tried to injure another in order to widen the road leading to his , i 
house. The three Commissioners of the Harinavi ward think that = 
are the arbiters of the destinies of that ward. The Commissioners ae 
rates in an unjust manner. ss 
80. Another correspondent of the same paper complains, that th 
roads of Ajijnagar under the Deganca "he 
in the Baraset Sub-division are out of repai a 
The mofussil tour of the officials ends with their stay in places in which es 
choose to stay. Not one of the officials who have been stationed in Seiten 
during the last 20 or 25 years has paid a visit to Ajijnagar. During the 
last 8 or 10 years about 8,000 rupees have been collected as road cess in 
Ajijnagar alone. Has all that money been hoarded in Government treasury ? 
Why is Government so reluctant to spend money for the benefit of those. 
from whom it is collected ? 


The roads of the village Ajijnagar. 


81. Another correspondent of the same 

A post office in British Chanderna- paper says, that the inhabitants of British 

sup Chandernagore are suffering great inconye. 
nience from the want of a post office in that place. 

82. The same paper refers to the statement of the Calcutta corres. 

pondent of the Zzmes to the effect that Govern. 

Government and enrolment of natives ment has rejected the prayer of natives for 

as volunteers. 

enrolment as volunteers, on the ground that 

natives cannot be enrolled as volunteers unless the present law is amended, 

The writer says, that because Lord Dufferin knows what strong anti-native 

feelings were shown by Anglo-Indians at the time of the Ibert Bill agi- 

tation, he has silently dismissed the matter upon the pretext that the present 

law does not permit of the enrolment of natives as volunteers. From this 


it appears that the Government of Lord Dufferin is not in favour of the 


enrolment of natives as volunteers. 
83. The same paper says, that whatever people may now say against 
Lord Randolph Churchill, be will earn 


Lord Randolph Churchill and meae eternal glory if he raises the standard of 


sures beneficial to natives. 


age for the Civil Service and throws open 
the high offices in the army to natives. 

84, The same paper is glad, that Mr. Hogg, who is a friend of 
natives is coming from England to resume 
his office of Director-General of the Post 
Office. There is no doubt, that he will effect many improvements in the 
postal arrangements if he remains in the post for some time. a 

85. The same paper says, that while natives following other religions 

than Christianity, are not taken into the 

Undue favour shown tonativeChristians (General Hospital, and are not admitted ito 

aa the European ward of the Fever Hospital 

Native Christians are allowed those privileges. Both of these hospitals are 

Government hospitals. Does not this show the officials’ partiality to Native 
Ohristians. 

86. The same paper says, that the amount of excise revenue 
will not fall off and yet the use of intoxicat- 
ing articles will be diminished if the duty 
vpon wine exported from England is increased, if stills are not allowed to be 
established in every village but only in particular places by persons pay!08 
a high rate of tax fixed after consultation with the local municipality 
ane aor terorement Board, and if the smuggling of wine 13 Pi 
vented. 


Mr. Hogg. 


The excise revenue. 
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same paper apprehends that Mr. Beadon may oppress the 
adieu — prisoners in the Bhagulpore Jail to whieh he 
s(n, Beadon. has been transferred. 
gs. The same paper says, that of the numerous readers of the chea 
native newspapers, the majority are half edu- 
cated or uneducated villagers. This circums- 
» has increased the responsibility of the native papers. The fact that 
oment is now eager to listen to the recommendations of native 
os has also increased their responsibility. Native Editors should 
gre they do not, as a body, lose the esteem of Government owing to 
he reckless writings of one or two members of the body. An association 
‘{ native Editors was formed at the time of the Delhi Assemblage but it 
mmediately ceased to exist. An attempt should be made to establish an 
sociation of Bengali Kditors. ake a 
89, The same paper says, that it is the opinion of the Inspector- 


| General of Jails, that at least 160 boy-cri- 
Reformatories. 


minals should be sent yearly to reformatory 
schools. But there is not accomodation for so many boys in the two exis- 


‘ng reformatories. Government*should not grudge to spend money for the 
benefit of poor, helpless and uneducated boy-criminals. 

90, The Navavibhakar, of the 6th July, says that natives do not 
Fnoland’s and Russia’s treatment think even fora moment that Russian rule 


of subject races compared. is better than British rule. Owing to the 
defects of the Russian rule the Czar is unable today to stir out of his 


palace, and the Russian people are discontented. But whatever may be 
the faults of Russian rule, it is superior to British rule in one respect—Russia 
trusts her subject races more and confers upon them greater powers than 
England. Russia appoints members of the subject races to almost all the 
offices connected with internal administration. She has not hesitated to 
appoint 2 Mussulman subject as Governor of Merv. As for subordinate 
posts ina territory subject to Russia, they are entirely filled up with natives. 
In the army too, Russia makes no distinctions between Russians and mem- 
bers of subject races. Armenians and Musulmans hold high posts in the 
Russian army. In the treatment of subject races, Russia is imitating the 
policy of ancient Rome. England is generous in all other respects than 
the treatment of subject races, in which she has always shown want of gene- 
rosity. dohn Bright has always condemned the way in which England has 
treated her subject races. Lord Dufferin has understood that it has become 
necessary for the reputation of England as well as for the defence of India, 
'0 appoint natives to high offices in the army. For this reason proposals 
have been made for appointing natives as military officers. But selfish 
ge ladinne have begun to protest against the above intention of Govern- 
ut. 


Native newspapers: 


Jl, The same paper says, that it has repeatedly pointed out that Act 
Act XII of 1859, XIII of 1859, can by no means apply to the 


, contract of service made by coolies in tea planta- 
sc An Assistant Commissioner of Cachar recent] 
a 


y in deciding a case 
help of ante who wanted to compel a coolie to serve under him with the 
Ae that Act, held that after Act I of 1882, that Act could no longer 
soe the case of the contract of service of coolies. The Judicial officers 
ean ve against the application of the above Act in the case of the 
- Service of coolies on the ground, that after facilities afforded to 
bel sages’ by Act I of 1882, it would be unjust on the part of Gov- 
rine aid the planters in oppressing coolies with the assistance of 

t XIII of 1859 
‘ane opin} . 


The Chief Commissioner, Mr. Elliot also was of the 
on. But the planters did not sit silent. A motion was made 
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against the decision of the Assistant Commissioner Justices Mitte 
and Field before whom the motion was made, decided fj the 
planter, and held that Act XIII of 1859 will apply in Assam on 
after the passing of Act I of 1882. The writer has been confirmed 
in the opinion, that the Judges of the Calcutta High Court decided tie caso 
without attending to the purpose for which Act XIII of 1859 was passed 
after reading the contrary decision of Justices Campbell and Pinhe 
of the Bombay High Court in re the Queen versus Bhagwan Bhib. 
san. Two experienced Judges of the Calcutta Hich Court and 
two experienced Judyes of the Bombay High Court have given contrary 
judgments in two exactly similar cases. An authoritative decision should 
be passed upon the subject. If such decision cannot be passed by a lay 
court the Act should be amended. 

NAVAVIBHAKAR, 92. ‘I'he same paper does not place any reliance upon the Magistrate’s 

July 6th, 1686. tg Bangabasi and deaths from Teport upon deaths from starvetion in Khor- 
starvation in Khargram. gram. The Magistrate has incorporated in 
the report careless answers to some questions not to the point, and has in 
most instances depended upon guesses. But Baboo Krishna Chunder 
Banerjea, the chief famine correspondent of the Aangabasz has proved that 
those whose death the magistrate tried to prove was due to natural causes 
had really died from starvation. He has shown with the help of the report of 
the Famine Commission that diarrhoea follows starvation, and has proved by 
the evidence of the villagers, that the official report is not to be relied upon. 
He has pointed out that in speaking of the prospects of crops in Khargram in 
which the Lieutenant-Governor boasts, that there is and can be no distress, the 
Presidency Commissioner said on 19th November that, only a four anna crop 
would grow in that place. The Licutenant-Governor should try his best © 
to put an end to the distress; One mav obtain pardon for every sin by 
adequate penance. 

NAVAVIBHAKAR, 93. The same paper is glad to notice a decrease in the number 

The Reformatories of Alipore and of instances of punishment in the Alipore 

Hazaribagh. reformatory. The writer will be glad if the 
number of instances of dietary punishment decreases. The Lieutenant- 
Governor has expressed his dissatisfaction at the awarding of that punish- 
ment to 13] inmates of the reformatory. The health of the boy-criminals | 
may break down owing to that punishment. The teaching of books and 
industrial arts in the reformatory is not unsatisfactory. The management 
of the Hazaribagh reformatory too is satisfactory. The Lieuienant- 
Governor desires that juvenile offenders should be sentenced to imprisonment 
for the term of seven years. Such an arrangement will undoubtedly 
enable the inmates to learn well, but it will convert reformatories into prisius. 
Such an arrangement may be made in the case of tiiose, who have no friends 
or relatives. 

NaVAVIBHARAR. 94. The same paper says, that Mr. Naylor the Sub-divisional Officer 

of Naraingunj has fined one Durgadas 

Banerjea Rs. 10 for belching in the Court. 
Though belching may be against English etiquette, it is not recognized as an 
offence by law. But Mr. Naylor is of a different opinion. It is Mr. Naylor 
who sentenced the Dacca students to whipping for roughly handling ‘Wo 
negro drunkards in the manner of the schoolboys of the present tHe. 
ro it not be well to ascertain how many such Naylors there are ™ 
cdia ! 

Avsnes Basse Yo. We extract the following observations from an article in the 

July 6th, 1885. Lord Randolph Churchill and the “anda Bazar Patrikd, of the 6th July + 
peoyne vt dade. Referring to the Pioneer’s indignation 4» e 
announcement that Lord Randolph Churchill has become the Secretary 0 
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for India, the Indian Nation remarks, that this is sufficient to show 
_ India will benefit by administration of Lord Churchill. The 
that of the Ananda Bazar Patrika is not without hope, that the prediction 
ye Indian Nation will gradually come to be fulfilled, and he believes 
ot of the policy of the Conservative party dcves not stand in the way, 
et Randolph Churchill will not be able to forget the miserable condition of 
8" which he has seen with his own eyes. The fact, that while ia Calcutta 
’ declined to accept the invitation of Anglo-Indians to dinner, on the 
; ad that this would probably entail upon him the necessity of making 
caine’ circumstance which might cause pain to natives with whom they 
a8 not on good terms—and the further fact that on his return to England 
1. exprensed his opinion, that the educated natives of India were not inferior 
‘o educated Kuropeans in any respect, show that the people of India can 
look upon him as a friend. But, as has been repeatedly pointed out in this 
aper, the political constitution of England is such that the result whether, 
* yeople of India will be benefited or injured does not depend upon the 
merits or demerits of individual statesmen in England. Mr. Gladstone while 
opposing Lord Beaconsfield appeared in one light. Mr. Gladstone as 
Premier appeared in another. It cannot, of course, be denied that the 
Liberal Premier did much good to India. Even if Mr. Gladstone had 
wronged India in a thousand cases, still natives would have remained grate- 
fu to him had he done nothing beyond settling the proposed terms of peace 
with Russia. But besides this he has conferred other benefits upon India. 
No one will have the hardihood to say that, a Minister who gave India such 
tro Viceroys as Lord Ripon and Lord Dufferin is not friendly to natives. 
Nevertheless, Mr. Gladstone has not fulfilled almost even one of the man 
hopes which he held out to natives while he was in opposition. Even the Arms 
Act which was then denounced by him remains yet unrepealed. It therefore 
fullows that even if Lord Churchill is a good man, if the Conservative Premier 


adopts a line of policy injurious to India, the love of the new Secretary of State 
for the people of this country will hardly do them any good. The Editor be- 
eves that the misery of the people of India will not beatan end until they 
become strong and cease to look up to the officials for help. This lesson was 
taught them during Lord Ripon’s administration, and it should open their eyes 


tothe true state of things. The Empire is governed by Englishmen on the 


principles of the English constitutional Government. The interests of Eng- 
lishmen conflict with those of the people of India; consequently until Indians 
obtain as much power in the administration of the Empire as is enjoyed by 
the people of England, India’s misery is not likely to come to an end. 

JG. The same paper takes from the Indian Echo brief accounts of 


| three cases, illustrative of the oppression of the 
slit etinon, bY magisterial and people by the magisterial and police officers. 
: In the first case, a Parsee of Surat was unjustly 
placed in custody by the local police, and so severely beaten with a view to 
extort from him a confession of guilt which he had not committed, that the 
poor man died in consequence. On the case being brought before the 
Magistrate, the offenders were visited with slight punishment. In the second 
case, a Lucknow Nawab, who had beaten an ordinary person for some cause, 
"as sent to jail by the Magistrate of the place, and was at once made to put 
°0 the prisoner’s dress, because the Magistrate feared that pending the 
a before the Judge, the man might be released on bail. On appeal 
ue udge inflicted only a small fine upon him, The third case mentioned 
™ India Echo was that of a respectable man in Oudh who was cause- 
“sly charged by the police with theft and was kept in jail. During the 


Sa of the trial he was daily brought out hand-cuffed from his cell to the 
urt, until he was acquitted by the Judge. 
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Lord Churchill’s remark is true, that although India jg yy a 
ficially all quiet and tranquil, yet within there are dreadful waves (et 
billows. The internal stream of dissatisfaction, he has referred to, has not 
for its object the overthrow of the foreign yoke; nor has it been caused 
by the people with a view to secure high privileges, but it is wholly due t, 
the injustice and oppression which is committed by magisterial and police 
officers. There are every day committed in this country hundreds of On. 
pressive acts such as the three mentioned above. There are instances of oppres. 
sion the mere thought of which is enough to send a thrill of horror through 
the heart. As one such act of oppression is followed by another, the people 
of India are made to forget the merits of British rule, and are seized with 
fear and indignation. Where is the prospect of peace in an Empire where the 
minds of the people are ever haunted by such feelings? Peace can be es. 
tablished in an Empire only bytwo means, namely, first, by wishing to do 
good to the people in a disinterested spirit; and second, by means of the 
sword. It is by having recourse to the second means that British officials 
seek to establish peace in thiscountry. In the first case mentioned above. 
the magistrate of Surat became aware that the police had causelessly killed 
a person ; and had the offender been any body else, he would have sent him 
to jail for life, if not to suffer the extreme penalty of the law. But the de. 
fendants in the case being police officers he inflicted upon them only a 
nominal punishment, doubtless thinking that a severer sentence would 
have the effect of diminishing the fear with which the _ police is regarded 
by the people. In the second and third cases the two respectable Mussul- 
mans were punished so severely, as they were, not in the interests of justice, 
but because the object was to inspire Mussulmans with the fear of Govern- 
ment by making an example of two leading members of their community. 
That object has probably been gained, but itis equally probable that the 
Mussulmans of Oudh, whilst they have been seized with a fear of the British 
Government, have also come to look upon it with a feeling of indignation. 

97. The same paper says that Sir Rivers Thompson is not much to 
blame for concealing in his letter to the How- 
ard Association in England the true state of 
jails in Bengal. As long a3 English officials 
will find it necessary to commit oppression in India and the present system 
of Indian administration is not changed, so long wi!l Sir Rivers, and not 
only he, but even strictly conscientious officials also will have to conceal many 
thinys when they write letters to England. There are many people in Eng- 
land who may probably feel as much pain to learn of the miseries of the 
people of India as the Iloward Association has done at learning of 
the wretched condition of the inmates of the Bengal jails. But 
the only two sources of information open to them, namely, the English 
newspapers and the official reports, are not sufficient for the purpose of 
enlightening them as to the true state of things in this country. In two 
ways only can the miseries of this country be brought to an end, namely, 
first, by the united and firm resolve of the people themselves to bring about 
this result ; and secondly by the help of the people of England. The first 
named method is the better of the two. It is natural and irresistible. But 
although, thanks to British rule, the people from one end of India to 
another are now able to easily give expression to their feelings, and the 
interests of the Bengali and the Bombayite have come to be identical, 
still owing to the general poverty of the Indian population and the self-seek- 
ing disposition of some people, the time has not yet come for all the 
natives of India to unite in acommon cause. Considering the political sub- 
jection of Indians and the present policy of the British Government, they 
cannot be much blamed for the miserable condition in which they now 40 


The Bengal Jails and the Howard 
Association. | 
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elves. Any country would have found itself in the same deplorable 
evr 9 under similar circumstances; consequently the people of India cannot 
eonditio 4 solely upon their own exertions, and until they can do so, the 
pow depen ble minded people in England for help. The Editor i 
t look up to noble minded people in Kingiand fe elp. e iditor 18 
; he Secretary to the Howard Association in England has had his 
clad that tne ‘ : ‘ ; : 
re ention directed to the subject of cruelties in the Presideney J ail. The 
atten ¢ Bengal are exhorted to make the true condition of Jails in this 
people or own to the Association 
Province known to the Ass ; we 
98, The same paper says, that the letter written by Lord Dufferin’s 
Private Secretary on the subject of native 
newspapers, contains some words of reproof 
for native Editors. The whole communica- 
- tions ig pervaded by such a spirit of kindness that the Editor did not at 
‘st feel disposed to take these words of reproof to heart, but the fact 
that native Editors have always been treated to language of reproof ever 
ince native newespapers were started, has led him to notice with some pain 
the words of mild condemnation which have found a place in the otherwise 
renerous letter of the Viceroy’s Private Secretary. The Editor does not 
ienv that native papers have some faults. But if Jord Dufferin would but 
consider the matter impartially, His Excellency would perceive that Anglo- 
Indian newspapers are a thousand times more guilty of the offence for which 
native papers have been reproved by him, and that native Editors would 
not have committed it but for the fact of their having to live in this country 
with Anglo-Indians. Native Editors are weak and live ia astate of political 
subjection. ‘Their faults deserve to be overlooked ; this cannot be said of 
Anglo-Indian Editors who are influential persons and belong to the ruling 
rice, The native papers are frequently made acquainted with the oppres- 
sive acts of many officials in this country, and have to put up with the 
abusive language applied to them by Anglo-Indian journals. In the ex- 
yectation of obtaining justice, native Hditors bring all cases of oppression 
and wrong-doing to the notice of the authorities, but. they are often dis- 
appointed, while Anglo-Indian papers support the cause of the offending 
olicials. The present Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal again seems to take 
adelight in wounding native susceptibilities. Under such circumstances, 
It would become almost impossible for any human being to remain patient. 
Can Lord Dufferin say that the injustice done in the three cases reproduced 
esewhere from the Indian Echo, could find a parallel in any other civilized 
country ? His Excellency must be aware that if similar cases occur in any 
otner civilized country, the people there stand up against the offender and 
that Editors of newspapers try to get him punished, But His Excellency 
how sees with his own eyes what is done in this country under similar circums- 
mneee, Soon after Lord Dufferin’s advent in India, occurred certain cases 
7 ameah, In those cases Mr. Walker, the local authorities and even the 
_ Court and Government, as the Viceroy cannot but be aware, did great 
mytstice to Mohur Gope and Lalu Ram Panday. Anglo-Indian Editors sup- 
en - olfending officials. Why did Sir Rivers Thompson causelessly abuse 
sac hg at the ‘Trades Dinner, aod why does he do so at every oppor- 
iN ~All is Excellency must be aware that native papers can, and do appreci- 
dete and that they become exceedingly grateful even for small favours. 
aM ri not yet written anything against Lord Ripon who conferred 
ie ad Pe natives or even against the present Viceroy, though he has 
vay & lowed them any very considerable favour. Native Editors will 
aos Bat to act according to the instructions given them by His Excel- 
FB Se as they have to live in bad company, as long as officials 
‘not do tf ail to do justice, and as long as Anglo-[ndian Nditors 
\ iupossib ‘ier duty as journalists in a spirit of disinterestedness, it will 
sIbie for them to fully obey these instructions. The people of 
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India have many grievances and many causes of dissatisfaction, In th 
absence of any other means of expression, this dissatisfaction finds , e 
in the columns of native papers. It does not behove His Excellenc ent 
feel annoyed at this. Let him successfully labour to remove the aie to 
the patives of India, and he will find that native Editors are not unierace 2 
and malicious fools, hostile to British rule. ofately| 
99. The same paper says in reference to the Bangabasi’s Stateme 
that there have been some deaths Ea 


starvation in the famine-afflicted parts of 
Bengal, and its contradiction by Government, that the Bangabasi had ne 
interest to give currency to an unfounded statement, while on the contrary 
Government cannot be said to have deliberately concealed the true state 
of things. The fact is, as regards information regarding famine, Gorin: 
ment is but ill-served by its officials whose reports become gloomy or 
rose-coloured according as they consider Government willing or unwilling 1 
believe in the existence of distress. ’ 
100. ‘The same paper says that after perusing the papers in the Hoey 
ee ee case, Lord Dufferin has written to the Chief 
Commissioner of Assam, expressing his sorrow 
at noticing that the Europeans, who by their rash driving caused the death 
of the Mahomedan lad, acted throughout very heartlessly. The Editor 
remarks that the guilt of the European accused was fully established, and 
although the native jurors returned a verdict different from that of the 


European jurors who constituted the majority, still the offenders were allowed 
to go scot-free. 


101. The same paper says that Lord Dufferin has unwittiogly injured 
Lord Dufferin and the volunteering the British Government if His Excellency 


movement. has really refused permission to natives to 
enroll themselves as volunteers. This will probably have the effect of 


Deaths from starvation. 


withering up the loyalty of natives without any prospect of being revived | 
when necessity arises in future. 


102. The same paper referring to the recent correspondence between 


Mr. Justice Nanabhai Haridas and the authorities of the Great Indian Peninsular 
Railway travelling in India. Railwa 


y and Mr. Justice Nanabhai Handa: 
on the subject of unsatisfactory accommodation given him during a 


journey from Surat to Bombay, remarks that the treatment accorded to 


the Judge was such as could not have been with impunity extended toa 
European in his position. 


103. <A correspondent of the Samaya, of the 6th July, draws the 
Tho road from Keshabpur to Altapole attention of the authorities of Jessore to the | 


in Jessore. wretched condition of the road from Keshub- 


pur to Altapole, constructed some time ago by the Banerjee family of the 
latter place. 


104. A correspondent of the same paper says, that both the roads leading 
from Bhangamora to Tarakesvara are infested 
with robbers and highwaymen. There att 
Ls some men who should be sent to jail fo 
their bad-livelihood if the peace of the villages between these two places 
to be preserved. Obe Bagdi, Kite Bagdi, of Junglepara in Jahanabad, | 
the Government chowkidar of this place, Chandi, and Rama Bagdi of 
Chakkesvara in Serampur, drink wine and toddy at the house of the 
daughter of a Héri, and issue forth to plunder wayfarers. Mahesh 
Bagdi, a released convict, and Koilas Bagdi should be closely watched 


by the police. The writer warns travellers not to undertake a journey | 


in these parts at night if not in company with more than eight med, a" 
not to hire porters from Tarakesyara. 


Complaints of Bhangamora, Hugli. 
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103. The same paper says that though Conservatives have done much 
injury to the people of India, yet India 

change of Ministry: can expect much from them. Self-Govern- 
can not be abolished. The Liberty of the Press can not safely 
ment drawn, and there is no chance of the Tenancy Act being vetoed 
be V3 Secretary of State. Even if the Tenancy Act (in its present 
yi not sanctioned, it will not do much harm. But it should at 
time be remembered that the Proclamation of 1858 was issued by 

and that the State Scholarships were founded by them, 

To the peop als and the Conservatives are all the same. 


None of them y to do 
so In future. 


ri The same paper is glad to hear that Mr. Hogg, who is a great 


st; Hogg, the Director-General of friend to the natives, will return to India in 
postofices. November and assume the charge of his office 
»s the Postmaster-General of India. 

107. The same paper asks the Government of Bengal the reason 
why it appointed an expensive Commission 
if it had no mind to make any change in the 
working of the outstill system. The writer hopes that Mr. Edgar will 
take this matter into his consideration. 

108. The Daintk, of the 7th July, says that it wishes that an agitation 


se were set on foot against the Patwari Bill. 
—o If the Bill be passed the ryots of Bengal, Behar 


The outstill system. 


and Orissa will be ruined. 


109. The same paper says that the Magistrate of Moorshedabad went 
eitherin April orin Mav to Khargram with the 


Deputy Magistrate of Kandi. On his return 
to Kandi the Deputy Magistrate gave out that famine had assumed gigantic 


The famine at Khargram. 


proportions in Khargram, and that relief should be given to at least 500 men. 
He issued a notice to the respectable inhabitants of Kandi, Rasora Jamua, 
Bachdanga and Panchthobi to meet at the Kandi school premises on a certain 
day. At one of these meetings a gentleman asked the Deputy Magistrate why 
Government did not grant relief to these men when he who represented 
Government in Kandi was fully convinced of their distress. The Deputy 
Magistrate replied that annachhattras should be instantly opened, but that 
Government was under the impression that the time for opening them had 
hot come. 
110. The Surabhe, of the 7th July, says that Lord Dufferin desired to 
The Military Department and the @dmit respectable and educated natives into 
Ummaut of natives as volunteers. the Reserve Volunteer Corps, but that Colonel 
Chesney and General Wilson opposed that course. As Lord Ripon was unable 
owing to the opposition of his colleagues to pass the Ilbert Bill, 
0 Lord Dufferin has been unable owing to the opposition of his colleagues to 
‘mrol natives as volunteers. A powerful agitation should be made b 
paves foe admission into the volunteer corps. There is small probability 
veh attaining their object without such an agitation, Though there is 
me Rae the law to prevent the enrolment of natives as volunteers, 
“cham ary authorities refused to sanction the enrolment of four native gen- 
oe . volunteers who had been enrolled by Major Branson. But Major 
“age as refused to cancel their enrolment until Government's decision 
hither matter is made know. It is said that the order which the military 
ind that tt to Major Branson, they gave on their own responsibility, 
mitten povernment disapproves of it. Ifthis is true, this is a terrible 
orale . ow that the enrolment of natives as volunteers has become a 
“cwand, the military authorities are trying to cancel the concessions 
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upon the subject formerly made by them. They have given orders 
disbandment of the cadet company formed of Burmese schoolboys, the estab 
lishment of which they sanctioned before. But the Chief Commissione, of 
Burmah has refused to do so, until Government’s decision about the subject 
of the enrolment of natives as volunteers is made known. Will the Milit 
Department venture to publish the correspondence that has passed 
it and the Chief Commissioner of Burmah ? 

111. The same paper says that the Lieutenant-Governor has given 

Temporary Chairmanship of the proof of discretion by appointing Baboo Gopnl- 
Calcutta Municipality. lal Mitter to officiate for Mr. Harrison, Hp 
deserves praise for not slighting the recommendation of Mr. Harrison and 
the Municipal Commissioners. 

112. The same paper says that the number of Indians fit for Goverr. - 
ment service is larger than the number of 
Anglo-Indians possessing that qualification, 
These natives again are ready to work quite as ably as Englishmen on 
smaller pay. Still Government is indifferent in the matter of appointment 
of natives to posts carrying large salaries. THe Government of India and 
the Local Governments disobey Lord Cranbrook’s order to the effect thatthe 
Government of India and Local Governments will have to take the 
permission of tiie Secretary of State when appointing Europeans to posts 
carrying salaries of above Rs. 200. Upon seeing Government’s negligence 
in the matter of appointment of natives to high posts, Parliament has required 
the Secretary of State to lay before it returns of appointments made during 
the last ten years, to posts carrying salaries of more than Rs. 400 without the 
sanction of the Secretary of State. If the Government of India and the 
Local Governments send truthful returns, it will be found that the majority 
of such posts are held by Englishmen. The writer is glad at the above act 
of Parliament. The writer hopes that a powerful agitation will be made by 
natives upon this subject. 

113. The Samcvdd Purnachandrodaya, of the 7th July, is glad to learn 

Temporary Chairmanship of the that the Vice-Chairman of the Calcutta 
Colcatis Hunwiparsy, Municipality will act as Chairman during 
Mr. Ilarrison’s absence on leave. 

114. The dthbart Darussaltanat, of the 8th July, says that the Hindus- 
tani gentlemen, who have been appointed 
Honorary Magistrates in Lalgunj and Haj- 
pore in the Mozufferpore district, are extremely 
incompetent. It is strange that the Magistrate has taken no notice of 
their incompetence. The Kditor recommends that men should be appointed 
Tlonorary Magistrates after they have succeeded in an examination which — 
should be held to test their fitness. 

115. Tue Samvdd Prabhakar, of the 8th July, says that it 1s not sure 
that the Suwrabh’s statement about te 
Opinions expressed by the Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor regarding the enrolment of natives as volunteers is true. But Sir 
Rivers Thompson has from the first treated natives, and specially educated 
natives, in such a way that the public naturally believe the Surabhis 
statement as true. The Lieutenant-Governor admits that the loyalty of 
the inhavitants of East and South Bengal are praiseworthy. Yet he has sald 
that they are not fit to be volunteers. ‘The leaders of those educated 
inhabitants of Hast and South Bengal, who have prayed for admission into 
the volunteer corps, are the leaders of the whole of Bengal. They are the 
leaders of every social and political movement. For that reason Sir Rivers 
Thompson 13 so angry with them. Wall they not be admitted as voluo- 
teers because of the Lieutenant-Governor’s displeasure? The Lieutenan!- 
Governor has said thatit is not necessary to alter the existing law 00 the 


for the 


between 


Natives and high posts. 


The Honorary Magistrates of Lalgunj 
and Hajipore. 


Enrolment of natives as volunteers. 
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nd that there is nothing in it to prevent the enrolment of natives as 
i steers. But he knows full well that European and Eurasian volunteers 
a -efuse to admit natives into their corps. It is rumoured that Lord 
th has referred the question whether natives should be enrolled as 
rolunteers to the Cabinet. But it is doubtful whether the new Ministry 
jill grant the prayer of natives. 
116. The Dazntk, of the 9th July, notices a case in which a decree 
was issued from the Calcutta Court of Small 


Causes against one Beni Madhab Ganguli. 
{uempt was made to arrest Beni Madhab at a place where he was 


nritead asa guest. He beat the peon and fled away. The case came 
wefore Mr. Masyek, the Deputy Magistrate, who regardless of the age and 
health of the culprit sentenced him to imprisonment for one month with 
yard labour. Bem appealed against the judgment of the Deputy Magis- 
rate, but Mr. Coxhead dismissed the appeal. Beni was sent to jail. His 
brother tried to move the High Court on his behalf, but before the 
vay of hearing of the motion, the poor man was no more. The jailor 
sid the naib jailor refused to make his body over to his relatives, who 
jemanded it for burning it according to Hindu rites. But the Civil 
Surgeon allowed the body to be removed by his relatives. The body was 
found lying under a thatch with its doors open, one of its eyes eaten up 
by crows, Who can tell why Beni lost his life ? It is needless to tell the 
public that many Nelnous Crimes are committed in this world for money, 


and that the wicked people of the Indian Jails do not often scruple to 
eummit the most heart-rending crimes for it. 


Peni Maahab Ganguli of Burdwan. 


117. Tne Samvad Prabhakar, of the 9th July, says that it is a well- sauvan Prasmaxan, 


known fact that Sir Rivers Thompson dis- 
The amalyamation of the Subu:bs 


oe regards public opinion. He has given a fresh 


proof of his disregard of public opinion by his 
forts for the amalgamation of the Suburbs with the Calcutta Municipality. 


Nut a single rate-payer of the Suburbs of Calcutta desires such amalgama- 
uon, Sir Rivers Thompson has not yet made proposals for amalgamation to 
ie Suburban Municipality. The rate-payers of the Suburbs for whose 
benefit Sir Rivers ‘Thompson is trying to bring about the amalgamation, are 
protesting against it. 

lis. ‘the Utkal Dimkad, of the 20th June, speaks favourably of the 
provisions of the Bengal Ferries Act, 1885, 


and is of opinion that, when carried 
out, they will remove a great deal of trouble and inconvenience, to 
which passengers are now generally put at the ghats of rivers in the interior 
the country, 

119. Tie same paper, as also its contemporary of the Sedaka, speak 
cna tMration report of the Taleher highly ot the Rajah of Talcher, who has 

oe taken a great deal of trouble in preparing 
ind publishing an annual report on the administration of his killa for 
ISS4-95, Huey exhort other tributary chieftains of Orissa to follow the 
‘Mauiple of the Raja of Talcher. 

120. In an article headed the “Reduction of expenditure” the Utkal 
hinctiva of ecpemdituns Darpan, of the 23rd J une, goes on to make 
“Opa oe the following remarks in connection with 

members of the Viceray’s Executive Council :— 
wing said this, we may proceed to discuss whether the 
oat Viceroy’s Fxecutive Council are not over-paid. Any one 
ica hs personal experience of the working of an Andian Secretariat 
the bes hat senior clerks and assistants and Under-Secretaries do most 
ae: , rae. An able Secretary may, and sometimes does, give a 
oa » Dut the Member in charge” has only to say ditto to Burke. 
cullve Council is a consultative body; but does a strong Viceroy 
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care much for the opinions of his colleagues? Both Dalhousie ang Cann; 
have been known to ignore them altogether on many different occasion 
and even Lytton has in certain matters treated them with scant coup > 
If the Secretariat staff be strong, we fail to see the necessity a 
Executive Council and much less that of paying them Rs. 80,000 br 
each. Some of our readers, if not all, may perhaps happen to know 
the office of Member in charge of the Department of Public Work. 
has been twice abolished and as often revised. Can anybody oyu 
what connection there is between abolition and revival? Whe, th 
Viceroy or the Secretary of State has a protegé to serve, as in th, 
case of the Hon’ble Mr. Hope, a Public Works Minister becomes 4 
necessity of the Empire. Otherwise, either the Viceroy or a member of 
his Council in charge of some other Department, finds it quite -convenien: 
to look after our railways, roads, bridges and buildings. Speaking of 
buildings, do the public know how much the new Treasury buildings hare 
cost? The old building might have lasted another hundred years, by 
Mr. Hope was determined to indentify himself with some great work, and 
the Government allowed him to expend some 80 lakhs upon his hobby 
of a new Treasury building. Nor must it be forgotten that when the 
ex-Collector of Surat protested against the indignity of travelling in ay 
ordinary first-class railway carriage, special saloons were built for him and 
his colleagues’ accommodation. Then again, we have a Military Member 
of Council. One would have thought that the administration of the military 
affairs rested with the Commander-in-Chief, but no, he is only an extra 
ordinary member ; his head-quarters are at Simla; for nearly four months 
in the year, that is for so long as the Government chooses to remain on 
the plains the benefit of his counsels cannot be availed of, and thus a 
necessity is created of having a War Minister at the Viceroy’s elbow. But 
is it not the case that no important matter concerning the Military Depart- 
ment can be settled without reference to the Commander-in-Chief? The 
offices of War Minister and ‘* Member in charge of the Public Works 
Department ” are emphatically sinecures which might any day be abolished 
without the least harm being done to the country. We havea Finance 
Minister again. It seems that we are to have all sorts of luxuries. Before 
the mutiny, no such office existed ; nor was its need felt. The Governor 
General himself looked after the public purse, with the help of a Financial 
Secretary. But the revolt of the sepoys had brought about a deficit which 
nothing but an additional expenditure of Rs. 80,000 a year upon an im- 
ported financier could extinguish. Andso Wilson came to the rescue of 
Government by forging a tax, which the country had never before 
heard of.” 

121. The Sebaka, of the 24th June, suggests that the Coast Canal 
in the Balasore district should be brought 
under the management of the Superintending 
Engineer of the Orissa Circle, as its connection with Bengal has been the — 
cause of a sudden influx of Bengali officers from that province who have | 
monopolised even a large number of petty posts to the exclusion of Uriyas. 

122. The Samvdd Bahikd, of the 25th June, reports that cholera 
has again broken out in the Balasore tow?, 

ber of 
and apprehends tnat a large num 


pilgrims to Jagannath passing by the town will make the disease mor | 
infectious. 
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